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40 S&W 1911 MATCHUP:
RELIABILITY IS AN ISSUE

All three of our single-stack test guns
from Springfield, STI, and Armscor
experienced fallures to fire or function.
But are the problems fatal? We find out when we
compare the $812 Springfield 1911A1, $430
Armscor FS, and the $1,024 STl Trojan,

Centerfire Pistols: Page 3

Garands:
Page 9

Civilian Marksmanship Program
International Harvester Surplus

Your Best Buy on a Good Garand:  we pit commercial guns from Springfield
CMP Gun Wins Our Four-Way Test  and Lithgow against gunshow and gow
This historical gun still has a lot of life.  emment rifles to find the best value.

22 LR Target Guns: We Test A Pair
Of Affordable Paper Punchers

How will Beretta's new MB7T perform’?
That's what we were curious about when we
pitted the $669 Rallan big-gun-styled rimfire
agalnst the venerable High Standard
Supermatic Trophy, 5603, And we found two
good buys, depending on your needs.

Rimfire Pistols: Page 18

Magazine-Fed 12 Gauge Shotguns:
Saiga and Valtro Shoot It Out

The Russian Saiga failed during testing.
The italian Yaltro is slick and reliable.

Box-Fed Shotguns: Vaitro PMS
Page 24

Downrange......2 Firing Lig......29




Midrange .22 Long Rifle Target
Pistols: Beretta Vs. High Standa

Who wins when Beretta’s new $669 Model 87 clashes with the
venerable $603 High Standard Supermatic Trophy? It depends on
which games you enjoy shooting, and how fast you like to shoot.

ufl compet-

th sgaor.
ASI]W shooting pro-
gresaes, tho [atost
' rend does not al-

WS 5.1||rr|!:iliL OF Frask whnt camae
before il In tenns of smellbore pistol
competitdon, Bullseye, one of the
olilest. fiorms of competition, s stll
ilivie and well despite the increas-
ing popularity of fimfire poactical
shooting sports such as thase los-
tered by the USPSA. Huat with now
Eamies cormies chargses nsguipment.

In this test we lnok at two guns,
one suited specifically for the stand-
and-shoot game of Bullseye s n
e weomier that we feel could serve
speed showles as well. Firearms
International of Mouston brings o
lineap of’ plstols faithfl to the igh
Srandand cesipn, inceluding the S6HE
High Standard Supermatic Trophy.
Dating hack to early days of target
shooting, its design lends iiself per-
fectly to Bullseye shoollng, wlheene
accuraey and concentration come

' GUN TESTS

before speed. In conlrst, e Benel-
La Model 87, 866, may also be a
good choice for Bullseye, bt its
design shows elements of 2 more
eurrent frend

Lately, bt hews beconw popular to
averdd the cost and effort of supply-
ingt suminunition for your conforfine
competition pestol by adapling a 252
Lang Hifle top end to your weapon
The Idea i= to kerp the cnntrols and
ereonomics constant while not hay-
img b by expensive fnctory rounds
orsperd tine pleking up brass and
hondloading it This s where the
new Herotta Model 87 comes in. In
misy ways il s a reproduction of the
Beretta 52 serles pistol, except with
n vasily Improved trigger.

Hiswe wigll dloes each pistnl per-
form in 15 specialty as well as be-
Ing able to compete n other discl
plines? Lets see liow Ihr'j-' shage up,

Range Session .~
The Hipgh Stanibird arrivid ﬂlrhn

plus the shooter
does ot have to
frandioad or pick
up brass, which
fakss away from
training time.

dizclaimer about choice of ammu-
nition. Firsl, e shooler is warned
that this pistol cannot be expected
Lo run with Just any type of meadlable
rourdd. Furthwersnone, il should not be
Jowdged vntil af least 500 rounds have
beresn firesd. We cononr that it i85 not
necessary for e et pistol 1o
fumetion relinhly on o voriety of om-
rnaiton. Ideally, ome buys a target
pistol for perfection, Wee fell tha if
wr found just one or two cartridges
thal could be dependad upon for
optimum perfommamce, Uhal would
be enomgh. After all, If winning is
YL muin copcerns, then eomplain-
ing about the gun malfuncioning
when vy load thi cheapest ammo
is like tryimg? bo fod & way to make
VO TacE CAr run on regubr g,
We applied the same stondard to
iz Bazrasttai, bl no such disclaimer
wais offored inthe case of e 57, As
it turmed onf, each of tha guns ran
best on non-aeckeled solid-lead am-
muniton We tried many differsnl
reringls, bt lead was best fas long as
it was not too pregsy, Our inltial
choiee included three Remington-
anporied Eley eartridges; Target
Rifle, Club Xiro mred Misdceh Xirs Plus.
W rxpamded Ehis list with two other
rounids from Federal, The Gold Me-
dial Ulirs Mateh 10008 carridge is
tho clinbee of the U5, Olympdc team,
sl Tor & plinking roond, wo picked
the 38 80-per-brick Fedeml Light-
ning. All of these omployed a 40-
erain sulld slug. Formal aecuracy
datn was collected from & sundbag
rest at 2 yanids
Mractical-shooling Lests sonsisted
of firing at multiple paper Gugets a1
Tand 10 yards Sweeping right to e
gl three (angelssel T yoards awmy, we

rd \f
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sl and transferred a8 quickly as
possible to Largels 1 yards down-
range. These were 3-nch bullseyes
[eurn Shoot N See i make the recog-
nition of hils easier doe to the Ry
holes that 22 LI slugs produece. This
sl was fun. Here's what we e
absout ey pan individoally:

mghsﬁzm; e FT=d
Supermatic Trophy, "
The design roots of (e High Stan-

dard rimfire pistals harkens back Lo
before World War 11. We think that
is more than enough Lo gualify the
Supermatic Trophy we acquired
from Fireanns International B0 rep-
resent the old style of rimdine larget
pistol shooting. But “old style™ is nul
a bad concepl when the design is
[IFOVETL

Target models are invariably wp
of line specialized versions of the
everyday plinker or basic *field”
model. Tolerances are tightened,
grip desiyn becomes more spocific
and sights are added thal are mors
uceurale ad casier to read.

Our competition target model
sported a 5.5 inch barrel, and in the
Firearms International line, it could
be termed 4 budget model, Other
harrels can be substituled by press-
ing the button at the front of the
frame. A 7.25-inch Auted barrel is
£214.50.

Bullseye is & match of standing
single-handed fire in long and short
timie frames af targets placed 25 and
o0 yards downrange. The specific
design needs for this game are ap-
parent in the Supermatic Trophy.
Clur test sample had a bull-barrel
with a fully adjusiable rear sight and
tall undercut patricdyse blacde up front.
Adjustment for windage and eleva-
tion was controlled by superfine
clicks. This rear sight unil bradged
over Lhe slide, heing attached to the
fromme by Allen screws and roll pins.
The rear blade was quite large. A
rearwand cant rather than serrations
it cdowmn on glire,

T o of tho barrel was drilled
auricd lagaped 1o ARECPDE A SCOTHE AL
The bottom of the barrel was drilled
and tapped should you wish Lo add

Remingbon Eley Clul Xtra

A0grain Solld Lead

Mwerage Velocity at 10 f,

Srandard Deviation
Muzzle Enargy

Smallest Group at 25 ys.

Largest Group Sice

Average Group Size

Remington Eley Target Rifle

40-grain Selld Lead

Averagie Velocity at 10 f.

Slangard Deviation
Muzrzie Enorgy

Smallest Group at 25 yds.

Largest Group Size

Average Graup Sire

Remingtan Eley Match Xtra Plus

40-grain Solld Lead

dverage Velocly at 10 ft.

Standard Deviation
Muzzle EncrEy

Smallest Group ai 25 wds,

Langest Group Size
Mserpge Group Sipa

Federal UltraMatch 10008

Ail-grain Solid Lead

Averapge Velogity af 104

Standard Devialion
Muzzle Encrgy

Smallest Group at 25 yds.

Largest Group Size

. Ayerage Group Sko

Federal Lightning
40-grain Solid Lead

Mvergge Velocity al 10 i

Standard Deviation
Muzzie Enssgy

Smallest Group &l 25 yds.

Largest Group Size
Average Group Sizo

Modeal 87
026 fps
12 fps

TE ft-lbs.
0.6 .
1.0
0.8 in,

Bareita
Maodel BT
009 fps
18 tps
T3 fi-lbs.
1.0 in.
14 fin.
1.1 in,

Beretta
Madel 87
952 Tps
51ps
Rl fr-lbs.
0.9 in.
1.2 in.
1.1 .

Baretta
Model BT
964 fps
B foas
B3 M-hs.
0.5 In.
1.0 in.
0.8 .

Beretta
Madel BT
1042 fps

26 fps
a7 fi b,

0.8 in.

1.3 in.

11in

fhe Remington Elsy Targer Rifio
amimo (left) shod wall in adh
s,

The Bereita shaf the less ax
pensve Rerminglon Eley Match
Xira as well as It oid the pricey
Federal LitraMatch 10008,

High Stamdard
Supermatlc Trophy
020 fps
19 fps
T4 ft.bs.,

0.9 in.

1.1 in.

1.4 Im.

High Standard
Supemmatic Trophy
936 fpes
9 fps
T8 M.-bs.

o, 7 in.

1.4 i
1.1 In.

High Standard
Supermatic Trophy
052 fps
11 fps
Bi fi-lbs.

0.9 .
1.0vin,
1.01n.

High Standard
Supermatie Trophy
241 fps
T fps
70 fi.dhs.

0.8 in,
1.2in.

0.8 i

High Standand
Suparmatic Trophy
1048 fips
1B fps
QF ft.-hs.
14in,

1.5 1n.
1.5 In.
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PISTOLS

HIGH STANDARD SUPERMATIC TROPHY, 5603
® GUN TESTS RECOMMENDATION: BUY IT @

- OTHER INFORMATION . -

i

The magazing release operated
by pulling the ring at the base of
‘ the front strap fonsernd

O compedition

| CTOWTT.

In our view, the High Standard Is a precise target gun, but it needs

WRRANTY, L L |y more looking after than the average pistol.
| Mikis [ Marm LR
(1 3 o M Fegims lemiinad, Ie. The rear Riade was
S0|ITTEE  fevge, and a

rearwand cant
cid down on
glare.

A hig roar noteh
comivnacd with @ 1@l
frovt hiede offered &
crisp sigitt plofune,

tanzal modoi

sporied 8 5.5-nch

frarme! with a

repessed fagct The triggar was excellent for slow-  The HS's slide is substantially
gnd mediunrapesd fro. Depressing  smaller than the Beretta &=, hut

the button [arrow) alfiows the
tarrel ta be switched ol

S T S 31 Ll |
] [ g o fl — {. 54%in Boepl Length
Feaet Rt - filw ; _B_E_in Sight Rorlns . |
EFCETNATERAE £ = ]
E-l-.. PR 5!.'.'"
Fiea Sing
e A e - T WOl
_ ADDITIONAL MEASUREMENTS |
e o a2in
Ll T ih : o fack
G . [ ?.: Bimn
Fraram P W= QA h& [TTH | i1l
Tanera P Wemer 84 L. 1ike ol
Terizs S DR e N ;
Trweze Sai BA .. 16 n la
& gt Somy G 13 Fonl Shines
o (s 1A [t
G T |uay in |
e e s bim By

fhe sfide lever is on the ight
and the safely is on the laft.

that feslure didn’t offer any
functional advantage.

o GUNTESTS
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achilitiona] welght to dampen recoil,
However, with the big bull bare
seated so fur ahead of the grip, anly
e most sophisticated shuulers
might benefit, in our view,

The grip panels were woord and
wien Cuvened with adiamond checls-
ering pattern. Favoring the rght-
hancied shooter and one-han ded fine,
e Teft-side panel was carved fora
thumb rest, Stippling on the front
and hiack sirup worked perfoctly
with (hesse grips.

Controls such as e trigger, slide
Inekirelense, safety and magnxine
relisse were accented in gold Two
ukgaEines were suppdied, and the me-
lease openited by pulling the ring at
thet base af the front strup forwarnd,

If ¥ou have never handled this
type of pistol before, vou will have
{o relean soveral baste operalions:
Thee slide lever is on s dyghi dand the
safety s on the left. We found il
nesarly impossible to operle the
slide lock with our rigger Gngor.
Relensing the magazine §s also atwo
handied operation. The safely is dif-
el to netivade, Bul mikch caglor to
redense with the right hand thumb,
Inserting the magnaine requires in
dexing the mag body fully to the rear
oof Th iag well

Al the range, we had quile & tme
finding an inexpensive breals-in ear-
trivige. The High Standard, ns wanme-
el wias quite fussy for Ui Girst 200
to 3 ronnds and only a little less
s after that. This pistel would anly
run on lead, so keeping the pun clean
enough to funciion wis o prablem.
The Eley Mateh Xira Plus with iis
Ereisy coating proved Lo be the
wiorsl cdfender,

Federals Liphtning was shout the
best bet for plinking and break in.
While seliing for al least 70 pereent
Irss than our other test ammuni-
tions, the Lightning siso proved to
b our lnnst acicurle choice. "Least
Accurate” in this gun meant an av-
erage of 1.5 inches st 25 yvards; with
other ammas it usually shot 1.0 inch
o tighler. The Eley Target Rille pro-
duewd an meerage of 1. 1-inch groups,
and this ammo produced the Super-
mutic’s st individonl Gve-roind

lure 2002 @ www, guntosts.com

The H5's feed ramp and maga-
rine nesd to be clean and tuned
for specific ammos. The mantal
say9 thre gun noods to be
cleaned every 300 rounds, and
the magazines need to be ad-
Jjusted affer the break-in period.
Directions for adjiusting the
magazines are avallable an the
company's web site,

performance, a 0.7-inch group.

The best averall malch of gun to
ammunition (Muncton and accu-
racy ) came with the Federsl Ulirs-
Match cartridge. Both the Deretea
and the High Stusdard deliverod the
hest reliability and accurney with
this round. In fact, the lanfest proup
listed for the High Stomncard firing
the Ulira Match messured 1.2
inches, but this included a 0.6-inch
gromp of [our shogs,

Probably the greatesl reward of
shooting this pletal was the scnga-
tiomal trigger: Almost zoro take-ugp,
the sensation of pressing apainst &
sullil mass without any hint of creep.
The trigger releases withont ever
warning the shooter or interfering
with followr through. This was very
cinse to ihe perfect trigger for
Bullseyve competition as described
b the [nte Jim Clack.

Im o estinsstion, the one pitfall of
e High Standard design is reliabil
ity We foed the key (o consistent fume-
Hon was keeplng the gun clean, s
peciadly af the mouth of the cleunber,
With the slide loeked buck, yoo could

for righties, but wasn"t comfort-
able for left-handed shooters.

soe A berutiinl feed romp. Bot this
ramnp doses not e with the clum
twer by continuing al 4 pentle angle.
The chamber opening is stralght up
aend down, gnd wo think foreing the |
round to make this sharp tom eon-
iriburtes toshisrng small amonms of
lead test can deposit on e Ficing
arvd interfere with full lockup of the
slide. Compare this feed angle will |
Liees Berafin's and it is easy sk the
basis for our theory,

Annther troukde spot thid coold be

rven more cruclal was magasoie fit.

GUN TESTS o



PISTOLS

BERETTA MODEL B7 TARGET, $S669

i# GUN TESTS RECOMMENDATION: OUR PFIUK @ I
o owocosmEties =0 B9is v :
T T e | RN Blaci _ | 5E @ Barel Longth
LU I e Bl 13 in. Sight Radius bt |
s MEAMSE s
S e e
Fag . Enirstan |2l
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~ OTHER INFORMATION Wa would hazard a guess that for many shooters the Beretta B7 Is

il
frmt Strag
Haigd

Wemwre ... |wa the ideal rimfire pistol.
NmpmppheE- - 0 . L )
Commazr Haratta 54 |H00| 63470

The mags

Zines have fulf The girip
bottom-pad ares stromgly
treatmernt. reasmblas the

~ 02 sermes plsiod,
Berafta had

& rmeizele wesighi

attached o the frame by fgs

and two Alifen scraws.

The suppied s@his
lpok filke Bo-Mavs:
they don'i have [o
be removed e 0 a
B0,

Because of s biggun fgvout. the Beretia iz ideal for practical treining. The
mag release (hottom amowl and siide release (top arrow) ane right where you
gxpact them o e, iy sasy 1o reach the Berefias slide refease withowt having fo shift tha
hand foo far on the grip, The Beretta =at lower in the hand, & fealing we [ied,

’ GLIN TESTS www. gur-tests.com @ June 2002
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We did notice a tendency for the
magazine to move around while
sealedd. This was an Inlermitoent
problem, b eowld truly couse mal-

fanetians by changing the feed angle
Freeiin shiot ta shot,

Beretta Model 87, 8668

We received the Model 8T juse six
wecks prior to (he Space City Chal-
lenge, Houston's 10th annual prgse-
(el shooting championship. With
his “race” gun still in the shop and
the match fast approaching, one of
our staffers commandesrcd the
MET and mounted a C-More red dol
scope similar to the one on his .38
Super and praciiced relentlessly for
the mateh with rimfire fodder. He
eredils much of his success at
Spauce City with the extra practics
time afforded by the convenienee
of the Beretta.

Shooting 22 LR is not tiring be-
cause it is less physically challeng-
ing due Lo the lack of recodl, dand the
shooter does not have to handload
or pick up the brass, which lakes
away fromn tradning e,

v s full-size-gon layout
and feel, the Berettn is ideal for prac-
tical training, and the gun has athor
achantages in this vein. The supplied
shghts are miuch like the popular Bo-
Mar design, and they nesd not bo
removed to (il a scope. For
smallbore silhouetic shootens, this
means the same gun can easily be
wsed for hath Hunter's Pistol (open
sights] anl scoped divisions.

Elsewhere, the grip srea strongly
resembles the 52 series pistnl, Nodes
the relieved hammer, Conlrolssuch
a8 3 magazine-relesse biitton, slide
release. and ambidextrous safety
the same as on today's choice
center(ire pistals. The trigger, al-
though hinged, responded in A Crisp
and solid manmer that elosely rep.
licates the sensaton of maost eom-
petition trigger setions, The fes] of
then trigger, which differs from that
of the: High Standard, starts with a
brief takeup and ends with asliort
over-trave]l movemeoni.

Between the grip frame and the
sight rib was a lixed b Tedd Ly

lume 2002 @ www, Bun tosts.corm
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blowback design. Here the 87 mine-
lery of a cenlerfine pistod ended. The
profile was squared off with a
muzzle weight Ut attached to thie
frame by Jugs and two Allen serews,
Removing the top end bepgins with
removing this weight, it onee ihis
15 achleved, the familiar system of
depressing the button on the right
side and turning the key lever re-
loases the wop end. At first we tried
oiling this gun withoul Luking it apar,
and after some stubbor freding of 3
variety of rounds, we made the dock-
sior ko break the gun down and fully
oil it. Wermbso decicded that keard rounds
were Uw way to go. Wilh those
clumpes, the MET Bk in quickiy and
became a willing shooter,

Weiglung substantially less than
the High Standard {only 30 aunces
versus 4i), the Dercita recoiled
more bul not in proportion Lo the ob-
vious welght difference, The Boreita
sat lower in Lthe hand and did  very
gond job of balancing slatic and re-
tiprocating parts. The barrel welght
was railed, so more weight could
eqsily be clamped on, but we sup-
posed A lnser-sighiing dosvies was (e
mare Hkely intent of this leilire,

The [ligh Standard and the He-
redtin BT coubd nod be more difMerent,
esperially in two arcas. Each pistol
i ilizes an extemal extractor, bt the
Rauge of the extmctor on the Heretia
1= much larger and longer, Also, tho
slithe on the High Stndard B less
than half the length of the Berstia,
T rack the slide of the High Stan-
dard, we preferred the pineh tech-
nigue, soming in over the top with
thumbs and forefinger. The Bercbin
was best charged from undemeath.
The Beretta comes with an exira
magazinw, :ind the mags were ftted
with full sized basepads, adding 1o
the sensation of handling a full-sized
eonteriine plstol,

In terms of raw sccuracy From the
trench, the MBT wos very consistent,
due in peart 1o the sights being oxeed-
lent and the profile of the underug
being ideal for shooting from a rest.
Firing the Eley Clab X, the Beret-
Lu's groups were cunsistently below
I ineh, (L2 inch better than the Sy

permatic’s. Tl Target Ritte results
were a Lie, but the Sopermatic had
ther sonadlest single proup. The Match
Xrra-Flus weail to the High Standard
by (L Linech, with smallest group a tie.
The bigeest difference was with the
cheap Federal Lighining, Here the
Herells was able to land groups
under | ineh, while the High Stan-
dord suffered with this round. The
besst overall group was Qoed from the
Berettn MB7 using the Federal 1
Mateth, messuring 0.6 inches, und the
Heretzshot (.1 inch beiter with the
high-end round Lhan the Supermedic,

We didn'l try any formal securacy
shouling with A scops mounted o
either pistol. But we did mount a
senpe for speed shoming on the Be-
rells. This took replication of our
mutch shoating one step closer w
the real thing, The key (o shooting
fast s in evon stroke forword and
back. This means the finger trvels
the sammwe distance avery lime,

We found this technique easier Lo
maintain with the Deretta. This was
beciuse the slight. take-up and over-
travel helped us regulate finger
movement fusward and hack. Firing
the High Standard quickly required
lessving the face of the trieger beliml
to allow the Lrigger 1o reset, and this
loss of contact ean add an inconsis-
Lent length of movement and also
foree a slight deflection |n trigger
press as the finger repeatedly im-
jcts the trigger, The tendency here
was to “slap” the trigger or hold it
to Jong, not allowing it (o reset.

Grin Testd Reconiinonis ™ =
v High Standard Supermatic
Trophy, $603. Buy It. We found
this gun Lo require more care than
the Beretta, and its controls were a
little clumsy compared ta the siler
gun's. Bal nwone of this stould inter
fere with the enjoyent of the trigger
or the gun's accuracy, which is close
o perfect for Dullseye competition.
W Berettn Model 87, $669. Our
Pick. This is an excellent Lrdining
tonl, The 87 is acowrale, and it rep-
licates the feel and operatien of a
centerfire pisiol ke no ather dofine
we've shol recently. GT

cunTesTs )






