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hey don't make ‘em lke they
used 10" It seema (ke that
comglaint could caver a whole
slew of things that we usa evary
day, from cars 1o clothes to the

incredibile shrnking candy bar, Maybe

nﬂnﬂdhﬁthhmﬂ—ﬂ
today's product doesnt seem half as

_good as it used 1o, &t least we gat to

pay twice as much for it, ight? For

instance, how much did you shal

“But for the chunk of Detrait fron or

Tokyo Tin that's sitting in your garage
companed with your "87 Mustang?
And how does the new ride steck
ugp with the old ong for quality and
pelormance’

I found mysell thinking aboul thiss
things as | researched the past
and present of the High Standard
Maritasturing Comgany, and | cama
up with some inleresting results.
wwmmmmlu

twumed o the catalon secton of the
1984 Guns & Ammo Al 1o soe
whal High Standard was sslling B8
pistols for in thelr final year

But, naturally, | had fo stop and
chack out ol the oihar 188 offerings,
and soon | found myself gripped by
nostalgia for thoss ancient times,
when “space-age technology” was
less important 1o gunmaking than
crallsmanship, end you could buy a
Hecklar & Koch PT for S630 migh).

The PlstolsThat




Firally, | machad tha High Siandands,
There it was, the High Standard
Victor, st widsly regarded as one of
the: bast targat 225 aver produced. It
had sokd for 5415 in 1984, Bnd &
fquick compariscs iold mie that prices-
wise this put it pratty much at the top
of ita class among American tamget
autos, sinca the Browning Challengor
I was seling for $230.95 and the
classic Smith & Wessaon 41 was sall-
ing for 5350,

By now | was scratching my head.
f the Smith 41 had aimost doublad in
price by 1998 (which it has, like & lat

of other pistols, including the P7),
than the rebom Vietor should ba sall-
ing for somawhens in the SB00-plus
area, night? But when | checked the
1998 catalog, the price for the Vicior
WS rhueh lesa. Wit thams a misgmind
| decided to nip over o High
Standard Manufacturing Co.'s Weh
sz (hrtpfwww. highstandard coms
to double-check. But there it was
mpaln: 5502 for the Viclor with tha
4.5-inch barrel and $558 for the one
width the 5.5-inch barmal.

| was impressed, Mot only was the
Houston High Standard breaking tha

BORN IN 1932 AnD surizp 1IN 1934,
THE GREAT FlIGH STANDARD TARGET
PISTOLS ARE BACK AGAIN AND READY
TO SET MEW RECORDS.

BY DEMNMIS O'FLAHERTY

“posts hwice as much” clausa of the
"y don'l make ‘wm ke they ussd
to” nuls, but sfier putfing a coupls of
hundred rounds thiough one of the
new Victors | happened o know that
it could compste toe-to-ioe with s
1884 cousin, in fact, in some Fmpor-
tant ways it's a batior gun than the old
ones. But before we examing the
Houston pistols, let's take & look af
tha Comnnsatitud clisgics.

Like a lot of Amefican succass
storles, High Standard's begins &t
Ellis Island. In 1908, 1o be axact,
whan a gifted young Swede named
Can Gustave Swebiius came 1o the
LLS. o bve with a sister who had set-
limd in Mow Haven and weni o work
for Marlin Frearms,

Swabillus proved o b8 a gifted
gunsmilt, When the First World War
broke out, he was pul in chage of
exparimental work gt Marlin and
glven the job of adapting the _30-
caliber Browning machine gun for
asrial use. Amazingly, he menaged to
cut the weight by 50 percent without
sacrificing the weapan's efective-
ness. Howevoer, his biggest schise-
ment changed the course of combal
Mying: synchronizing tha firlng mecha-
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rinm with the engine & that the pilat
could fire o1 an enemy without shred-
ding his own prop,

Uikl this invention, maching guns
hﬂmhmwﬂdm-w
upper wing, forcng the pilat into risky
contortions. whenever he warsd to
fire the weapon. Swebilies beat the
protlern by ivventing nﬂn!uhl
mtamupted the machine gun whers-
ar the prop was (n frond of the muzzle.
This permitied mounting the gun an
the angine cowling directly in frant of
the pilot and opened the deor to dog-
fighting axplofts that required  swer

In 1926, Swebilius and & pal from
Marhin formed o litthe company of their
own @5 8 sdeling, in tha
misnfisciune of deap hols drills for the
automotive and firearms
i1 was callad tha High Standard
Manutacturing Co., and its work was
good enough 1o keep its 5 employesas:
busy even as the LS. sank ino the
depths of the Greal Depression af the.
19305 Fnally, in 1932, Sweblius and
his partner bought out the bankrupt
Hartford Arma and Egquipmant Co.
and —raworking a Hartford Arms
22 semi-auto to create the High
Siandard Model B—opaned a new
chaptar in U.S, gunmaking history,

Under the sagle eye of Carl
Swebillus, the maechine work, it and
Tnish of even the humblest High
Standard wak far bayond what we've
coma o axpact in the 1980s, bul the
gnp on the sarly semi-aulos s the
average shooter with his pinkis dan-
gling off the bottom of the gun, And
High Standards responsivensss io
shooters’ demands was almady well
marked in thesa sarly years, enough
50 thal & new plakol with a longer,
marm hand-filling pio, s bottom par-
allal fo e lina of the barel insissd of
angled to 45°, was miroduced a5 the
Modal A in 1838

As emall a change as it may sesm,
tha longer geip really made a hit wilh
ghooters. Acconding to Charles Petly,
the dean of High Standand colleciom



and historizns, High Standand's move
was an unwelcome surphse 1o the
marketing peocple st Colt (whose 22
sami-autos had the sarme Shar grip
as the Modeal B), and they quickly
came up with 8 new "Maich Target®
miadel of (hair Target Woodsman, this
ane with the famous “sephant-ea
wilnut grigss that coverad the £5° grip
bottom and extended the ghip length
substantially.

Daspite the compatition from
arma glant Coll, total production
of the 1830s High Standard pistols
approached the 100,000 mark. Bui
with High Sianderd. 8z with tha
majority of U.5. |ndustrial firms, i
toak Warkd War 1| to really kick pro-
duction into high gear In fact, sven
bafars Paarl Harbor the British
Purchasing Commission broughi
High Standard iis fest big war ordar;
12,000 Browning B0-caliber maching
guns for tha RAF to be deliversd yes-
terday. All Sweabiliuz’ talents as a gun-
makar mnd CEQ cams 1o bear on the
problem, and the guns wene delverad
in mcord tima.

A sapargle company, the High
Standard Manufacturing Coep., was
spun off o make the machine guns,
and by the end ol the war it had pro-
duced mome than 228,000 of them.
Menrvwhie, the pistol company —High
Standard Manufacturing Co. —wes. tha
sole producer of .22 -calibar pistols for
fhe LS, serdces during the war,

In the spring of 1840, tha first of the
axposad-hammor High Standerd pis-
tols appeared In anawer to the
damand for 8 pistol with a feal more
filke the milltary Colt .45, Tha design
was a hit both with the Govarnment,
which bowght 44,000 LESA-HDs (pro-
duced with fized sights and a
Parkarized finish} during the war, and
aivilian shooters, who bought anoihe
150,000 of the HO Milltary modal
|which had adjustable sights and
& bBliued finish] in the postwar "408

In addition. High Stendard pro-
duced another HO version that has
besn the subject of gun-collactor
whispars for years, the USA-HD
MS, the M3 standing for “Military

Sliancer.” One ol these [USA-HD
M5 s/n 120046) gained mismational
natorely when Francs Gary Powers'
U2 was shot down by the Russians;
Caol. Powers' silencad High Standard
aended up In the KGEs musesum n
Lubyanka Squam, Moscow, whare it
is =il on view loday, Aocording io
Alan Aronsieln, who heads High
Standard’s swocessor company, the
Houston High Standard Mig. Co., 332
of thess sound-suppressed pistols
remain in govarnmant inventory, and
a mumber of themn have Desn neboll
and refurbished in Houston for LLG.
special warfars uniis.

But even while fixed-barrel HDs
wera pouring off the High Standard
assembly linea, the company was
alraady axparimenting with (nter-
changeable barrals, and in 1948 a
classie plafol concepl was Besm wilh
High Standard’s G serles. As you can
sea from the accompanying pho-
tographa, the first design incorporat-
ed & lever located in the front of the
frame that could be depressed fo
release the bamrel unit, which was
mountad on a heavy and baautdfully
machined lug that slid mlo matching
groaves in the framea,

The lever-action tfakedown and
later moddfications capitalired on the
tact that the physics of action and
raaction maks tha bamel seat Mo
and more firmiy the more you fie it
This maans that accuracy sn't lost no
miatiar how many lirmes you take the
barrel off to interchange it with &
different one or o clean | from the
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breach end—ihe beat way 1o profec]
your pistol’s riffmg. and very hand 1o
do wilh a fikéd bhamal.

But the complax machine work
required by the dovaetail design was
bad lor the compary's batiem lna,
and designers ware encoursged 1o
come up with & way 1o keop tha idea
of interchangeabdity but make || less
expansive to produce. There are those
who say ihal Swebfius, who died in
the yar bafore the appearance of the
G saries, would never have compro-
mised & greal design 1o cul costs, thal
he would always have preferrad
matking B superh pistols to 60 very good
anes, Bul whila i£'s frus thal Swebilus
was & perfectionist, ha wes also 8
businéessman, and in any avant tha
oversll guality of the High Standan
pistols was so high that the sasnch for
more cosl-afective designe had no
negative Irpact during e peak yasrs
from the 18505 to the md-T0s

In fact, aach new design simpifica-
tion wae sccompaniad by big
improvamants in the pistols. Bke the
push-bution takedown nirodwoed
with the first of High Standard’s num-
bared saries, e 107, in 1854, Whils
the barred lug and the frame were Si6
joined by dowstails. producton costs
wers shaved by geiting rid of the lme
redagss and B hooded breach that
mated with a recess on the facs of
the slde. Bul if tha pistol cosi less
to produce. the top-of-the-lins 101
Supermatic, with ita ported B%-inch
barrad and deipchable barmal wesghte
wizs siil tha finest LL5. target pistol of



its day. In fact, the 107 shown in our
plctures, with adjustable targst grips
by master gripmaker Randall Fung
hittpinb. com/-funggrip/]. can stil
blow away an X-ring at 50 yards
without halt trying, and s desp
*Suparmatic-blue” finkah atil gets
mistaken fior mabluing.

The 101 seres also introduced a
whole family of 228 descancing from
the top-end Supermatic, & High
Sfandard fealure thal persisis to
the present. Side by side wilh the
Supermatic at the fop end wes the
Clympic in .22 Short, designed to
compela in the rapid-fire section of
the Cilymiplcs and other Intermational
compatitions. In these matches, tha
shooter ires S-shot strings as fast as
possible &l 5 targats that turn to face

The Model 104
Trophy was the first
HMigh Standard to have a
trigger-stop scrow, These two
ropresant & couple of difforant
options —a §5-inch Muted barrel
and a Si-inch bull barral.

tha line simuliansousky, snd recol and
muzzle flip need to be near zero
to eliminate recovery tima, High
Standard workad for years io develop
a successful Olympic pistol for litke
fmancial relurn, the ona high point of
its afforts bedng the gold-medal win
Pwith an Obympic 102} by U.S. Marine
Caplain Bill MoMillan at the Roma
Dhympics in 1960, But even though
tha CHymple modal was never a
big money-maker, tha tradition of
Olympic A&D continues at the
Houston High Standard Co., whem
Alan Aronstein has managed to
make the pistol vidually recollless,
attracting the ntenssi of the NAA's
Handicapped Shooters” Program.

Still, it's the .22 LR pisiols that have
always been High Standand’s bread
and butter, and the rest of tha 101
series was designed o appeal 1o a
broad spectrum of .22 shooters. The
naxt step down in price was the Field
King 101, which kept anough of the
bassc features of the Supermatic 1o
give the buyer & highly atcurate pistol
but cut extras (no barral waights,
plainer finish, afc,) enough for good
Bavings. After the Field King cama tha
Sport King, with minimal features
{#.g., fiwed sights and no autematie
alide lock], the lightwaight Flite-King
in 22 Short and, &l the bottom of the
prica scale, the Duramatic Plinker, a
bare-bones pisiol bast known for A
hadecnss traggerguand, The Duramatic
had a screw-type takedown and an

optional 4¥-Inch or Gi-lnch barred,
bast ther pistol’s frame was different
from the obfer pistols, and s barrels
dont interchange with theirs. Uigly as
it was, the Duramatic lookasd down-
right kissable to ihe bean-coumers,
since Sears marketed il as a J. C
Higgins modal and i sold more than
mny ather High Standard semi-awlo
except the Spor King: 208.000 ple-
iols between 1851 and 1984, com-
pared with 96,000 top-of-the-lne
Suparmatics and Trophys.

Tha 101 Suparmatic seres endad
in 1967 when High Standard iniro-
duced the 102 Series, once agaln
introducing cost-cutling appoaches
at the samea tima as innovaliwe design

tentures, The maljor changs was tha
end of the dovetailad barmal-to-frame
inin and its replacement with the one
that is still baing used on the Houston
pistala: a mushroom-headed siud
located an the undarside of the bamral
about a half-inch forward of the
bresch. The barmel is still released
by a push button, but a bigger and
masier-io-use one, and the shud is
retained by spring-ioadad [aws n the
frame. I @At elegant, but it works
and it's simple; ss High Standard
historian Tom Dance remarks, “in
enginaering, simpla is good.”

Ag If 1o make up for saving
maoney on the tekedown, all kinds of
improvements ware introduced. Tha
adjustabie rear saghl was made easier
to use and mounted on he barred fo
keep the pem from changing as the
shoe slarmmaed homa, Adjustmants fior
trigger pull and Backiash were added,
Eight-ingh and 10-inch barrels
ware inroduced into the Bneup and
grooved for & set of shding, backward-
raked wekghts thal gave the 102 a dis-
tinctive “space-gun”® look. Finally, the
ported-barmel approach was eplaced
by a detechable ported siabilizer thai
was slipped over the muzzle and
secured by a coupls of sal screws, As
you can sse from our photos, a full-
dmes High Standard “space gun” of
the early "60s looked peetty startling:
bt once the scoms started coming in,
the carping stopped,

Tha last maper structural change
after the introduction of tha mushrom-
Etud barmel lug came in 1965, with the
switch to the “military grip” frame
thal is sfill in production in Houston
today. Onoe again, the move was
8 combéination of linencial calculation
and msponse to shooler pressure,
sparked by the growing poputarity of
e Smith & Wasson Modal 41,

Introdisced In 1857, the fine torget
22 rom BAW was eating a growing
chunk out of High Blandard’s massive
lad in “Sne counta™ of the 22 pistols
usad in the Mations! Matches at Camp
Perry: down from 80 parcent High
Standard In 1980 to B0 parcent by
1984, This may sesm & bil puzsling to
afybady who has sver bench-meated o
"60s High Standsrd and sean it furning
out one-ragged-hole groups at 50
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yards, bul the blg appeal of the
new SAW wasn't some impossbe
inoredse in abcuracy, i1 waa the
M1911 At-atyle grip. In a full-scale
NAA match, bull's-oye compatitons
fire 370 ghols i 3 00-shat ayvanta: ans
with tha 22, ona with “centerfie” and
ona with the 45, Years ago, compsti-
fors started firing the cantarfire parbon
with the .45 as wall, just 1o make e
sasier, and tha majority of Mem wame
daligivied 1o sea a 23 with the sama
grip styla, convinced that it led to a
stronger and mofa uniferm hold
acroes all 3 porticna of the match.
You might think thal one sport
wouldn'l be enmmh 1o make a gun
company retool (ks production ine, but
daspite ihe fact thal NRA Conventional
Pistol or “Bullseye” handgun compati-
tion has never bean hamdily publiceed,
il has besn enormolsly popular in e
United Siates ever since the end of
Worid VWar Il. Even today, afier mome
than 3 decades of anii-gun activism,
there are over 42,000 NAA-classified
compatitors and thousands mom who
permpele unofieially for a0 airoduc-
tol.comy). In facl, the claims of othes
pistol disciplines to have fialded the
mast compatitors or fired the most
rourkds at ther annual championships
can't siend up to a realty check against

the Mational Maiches at Camp Parmy,
whars in 1997, BOO-phus indivicdual
compeliton sant well owar 300,000
rounds of centerfim and rmiin down-
range before the last fiing ine was
BeCLned.

You can guess how the powers thal
be ot High Stendeed must have fai

whan they saw thosa
line-counl parcaniages
staring to drop. Finally,
they twmed tha problem
avar o this dessgn angl-
neer, Chch Baker, whose
first step was fo irape
oul the silhoustte af an
MI%11 A1 and Supesim-
pose it over a modal 104,
which was the current
garies in 1864, Before
they ware throwgh, Baker
and hia tsam managad
o deskgn a frama that
would ahill e grip angle
by 5° (tha slant gnp &5 32° from the
vartical, whamnsas the military gnp 1S
27 Irom [he wertical) while siill per-
mitting the usa of mamy of the 104
parts without change or with nothing
more than a slight “massags.”
Finalty, in May of 1985, the first
military Trophys bacame avadable
with 8 second major changs that
can still be foumd on the Houstan
High Standards: the adjusiable rear
slght was moved off the bamels and
mourtted on a bridge over the shide
This saved having to pul mear sights on
every bamal at the same time that i
lmngthened the sight radius. The new
pistols of the 106 serss fthere |8 no
105) wers a5 accurate asomeer, and the
rlitery gip was an instant hi—the
ling count at Camp Perry and other
LS. bull's-aym compatfions began 1o

swing back in High Standard's favar,
and the plsiols of the 106 seres sold
petter than any of their predecessors
168,000, with the 102's 49,000 being
he clossst runner-Lupl.

But despite the fact thal another
decade ol high-gquality productson
remainad ahsad at the Hamden plant,
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the handwriting was already on tha
wall as the anti-gun movemen
gained momentum, In 1868, the Gun
Controd Act went info force, and
immediately thers was a sharp cul-
back in gun sales by mass merchan-
disers like Sears and Monlgomery
Ward. Thés was catastrophic Tor High
Standard, amounting o tha loss of 50
o 60 percent of their sajes virually
cvernight. From 1968 an, the compa-
my was forced to try one expediont
after another 1o preserve As &arller
profitability, but despite individ-
val successes, nalhing could tum ihe
e, Even the introduction in 1974 of
The Victor—a suparbly accurata flat-
harmeled pistol with its sights mournt-
gd on & Bo-Mar-llke rib—wasn't
engiagh o keap High Standard from
hisving 1o sall the old Hamdsn factory
in 1876 and move o & Fented —
and under-squipped = fecility in
Eaat Hartford, Connselitul.

Thes gloosmy chapler had & few
high poinis, ke ihe introduction
of the legendary 10X custom
High Standards. But in 1884,
High Slandard, its invesiors and
its bank=rs all egreed the and
had come, The factony closed is
doars Ior The |&si tema, the com-
pany's esseis ware sodd and the
High Standard 22-calibar semi-
autn was hisiory, Befween 1902 snd
1884 over a millon of these fine pls-
tois had come out of High Standand’s
Connecticut factories, but that was all
sha wrote, RIP High Standand,

Or %0 il seamed. Tha fact is, the
tachnical drawings, musch of the too-
ing and the know-how of memenus



enginears and gunamiths hed sur-
wived the and of the company and
warg just waiting to be put to work.
And the repadation of High Standand
wasn't going to fade in @ few montha
or owen a fow vears. Thare were thod-
sands of shoolers wha had missed
out @n their firet High Standard for
soma reason or who wanled enothar
ona, and the collecior market couwldn't
mesl the demand—as he Vantus,
California, Plsid Rengemaster boid
me whan | was testing the Houston
225, he'd bean trying to gat a High
Standard for years, bul every time ha
heard abowt one, it had been sodd
baforn e got to i

in the late ‘608, & brisk trade in
counterfel “collechble® High Standards
sprang up on a plecewark lavel
feheck with an expart balone you shell
out big bucks for that rane “slant-grip
Victor”), but & wasn't uniil the 'S0s
that & sericus attempl o evive the
High Standard terget plstols was
made, this time by Mitchall Arms.
Unfortunataly, nobody seamed to
have realinsd that the rights to the
High Standard target plsiol e and
tradamark, &s wall as the actual com-
pany name, had been purchased in
1884 by Gordon Elliot, a longlime
High Standand executive.

As problams began 1o arse, soms
of Mitehell’s suppliers furned for
adwice o Alan Aronstelin, who had
bean one of High Standand's 1op 10
digtribulors i the oid days and who
WES MW (0 the maching ool busi-
nass. Alan's years of dealing with
High Standard lad him to Gordon
Elliot, and with the help of Eliot, Ron
Stillwall {the former President of
Colt Firearms and an oid friend of
Aronstein's) and a number of outsidae
investors, the orginal High Standard
Mfg. Co. was reborn In Houston,
Tuxas, with the specific purposa of re-

igeuing the classic targsl pistols,
Thea fst of the new line of official

High Standards shippad in March,

1884, but it woudd be several years
before the firaworks around the
Mitchell Arma eflort atopped soarking,
At ona point, in fact, the hapless buysr
coud 6ok in gun catalogs and see d
saparale companies offering what
lcoked ke High Standard pestols —ihe
afficial High Standard in Housion,
Mitehall Arms with its Viotor |
Siaindecs serlea, Stoager Arms with its
Pro Saries 95 and Fort Worth Arms
with ila HS Series Maichmasiee. The
whole business was finally resolved by
a linwsudt that recognized the Houston
company's nght to High Standard’s
“Irede dress” (the dstinctive ook of
the varisis pistols), end a seres of set-
Hemants recognized Howston's right to
pick up the reins that High Standand
had |zl down in 1984,
Unfortunataly, thie period laft the
High Standard name a lithe muddiad
in ahooters” and dealss” minds, since
soma of the “off-brand” plstols wees
far anough balow par that curses can
5lill b& haard whah non-Connectiout
High Standards gre mentionad,
Howaver, | axpact this will changs as
more and mora shootens discover tha
guality of the Houston pistols. ko
only e they bDeing carsfully macde
acoording to the old Connectiout
standards, but, more imporant, the
company s ready 1o back s work all
tha way—always the dividing line
batwesn a “brand-X" effort and tha
real thing, Housten gunamiths wil
work on any gun made by High
Standard betwesn 1832 and 1984,

and ary gun thal has coma off the
Housion production Wne, and they'
stick with it until the customer
happy, As for the imitations, sorry, but
they just dont want o gel involesd,

Taking & ook at the pesials
an after from High Gtandard
Manufactiiing Co. (sheck it wanw.-
highstandard.com), we oin ses that
thary b revived all the old favoribes,
including e 10X (akhough this 5 &
“wading-lisl” tern). At the top of the
ine are the Vicior, with a ehaics af 4%-
ingh and &¥%-Inch barrals, and the
Supermatic Trophy, with a standand
S¥-inch badl camel and the TE-noh bull
barrel as a special-order option. Just
as in e obd days, the Citalion & avail-
able 85 a less-expanalve varsion of the
Trophy, and the Tounamant {8 the nesd
oneé down e line, sill based on tha
Trophy but with encugh fewer options
for an entry-leval price.

For those who have special com-
petitlon intarests, High Standard is
offering the Supammatic Citation M
ifor Matallic Silhoustis), which sports
& non-glare, ultra-acourate 10-inch
barrel that's drilled end tapped fos
tha naw High Stendard Universal
Sopops Mount, as wall as the Olymipic
Fapid Fire, Alsn Amonstain's favorite
dasign project.

But #, like me, you engoy the kow-
recail .22 Shor cartridge without
bedng guite up for the wraparound
grips and fancy compensator of
the Rapid Fire model, the Olympic
Miltary |8 the plainclothes warsion
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and rmone fun than any bamsl of mon-
kays. 115 aluminum slide has baan
goid-ancdized io a Rockwell hard-
nEss greater than stesl, which means
it will digest svarything from CB
Shorts o high-welocity Shorts that ame
oo powerlul for the softer metal of
the oid ahsminum slides. In fact. | had
sa much fun nnging a S-yard silousslie-
pig swinger burning GOl full-power
Shorts that | had shot 100 of them
bafore | realized it. The naxt tima |
wond to the rangs | took & brick,

And | should mention here that
apart from the Victor, whose tradition-
al sight rb is now grooved (o oke any
standard 1-ingh rings, &l the mmain-
ing High Standard bamals have baan
drilled and tappad fo accapl e
Univarsal Seops Mounl, As In
Connecticut days. High Standand lis-
fiens to shooters’ demands, and md
dot sights ars big with handgunners
these days: even tradlion-rminded
BiRA Bullseye Pistol competitons have
pan moving toward sights like the 1-
mch LMra Dol, shown in 1heé accom-
panying photos. In fact, in 1888, &n
ali-civilian Team Ultra Dot achisved
iha unprecedented last af taking tha
A5 pistol team trophy away from
Army shooters at Camp Perry,

But if High Standard makes every
elior 1o kesp up with e |s2st in the
shooling word, it's also making sue

bo mainiain its vital links with the past.
A Alan Aronstein ponied oul 1o me,
the Houston pistols are made not only
with the old know-how, but with parts
fram High Standard's old vendors
The peopla wha make iheir sprngs;
for instance, have bean supplying
them since 1932, And the company
that makes infernal parts (ke hammer
struts and firing pins has been making
tham for High Standard since the "50s,
as have tihe peoqle who make the raar
sight blades and the onss who make
the magazine followars and the
adjusimants scives for the fear sighta
and a whode host of other small but
ezsential pars. Most important, the
suparh High Standard barrels are still
being made by Wison Arms, whose
CEQ, George Wilson (I, s tha grand-
son of ithe second employves sver
hirad by High Standard, back in 1926

In one key respect, however, the
high quality of the Houston pisiols
results from a breakl with (ha past. Tha
omgnal frames of the tamgel pistols
wame made from forgings. and as any
High Standard aficionadc can tell o
ey are prons o crecking, Housion
has switched to making the frames
from precision meestmant castings,
using a high-tensde-strengih  sisal
that's & company secrat. The result, as
Adan Aronsiein says, 5 a frame you'll
nver crack, Mot only thiat, § you hap-
pen to have one of the old High
Standards with 8 crackad frame,
Hoiston has a program  whara you

can send the pistol m and have the
cracked frama replaced with a new
ong for 5156, plus 545 for labor and
&8 for shipping and insurance.
Magazines, on tha other hand, am
made as meary as posalbls exacty
the way thay used 1o be, incheding
hial-traating, Even so, magazines am
ané thing thal shoalsrs of both the
old and the new High Standards mut-
ter about=complaining, freding tun-
ing secrels or just plan cussing ad
them. The reason s simple; High
Standards have no fesd rampl
Basically, this s a vary big plus; since
fead ramps tend to deform the noss
of a bullet as it chambers, But it doss
creatn a prablem: As Aronsten points
oud, s & lifle like threading a nesdle
by throwing the thread at the hole. So
a High Standand's magazine doas all
the work of positioning the bulbst
before the slide slams @ homa, and
somatimas it neads a littla halp.
Foriunataly, the company willl iune as
many magarnes as you e 10 your
pisiol for $10 shipping and handling.
imgigting anly that you inchude anough
al your favoris ammo 1o ke them do
the job right. If you're more adventur-
ous, thesr wab sita at www highstan-
dard,.com has a page devoled 1o
hicmie tuneng tips for your Magaznes.
The proof of all thés effort lies, of
course, with the shoolams, and the
payofl has increased siowly and
steadily since 189893, when Aronstsin
and Fon Gilwall visited Camp Perry
just to walk around and see how High
Etandard was dodng. The answer was
not too well. Since 18584, shoolers
had moved on to guns they could
gel sarviced, eapecially the Smith &
Wesson Modal 41, In 1884, Aronatain
waont back with Bob Shea and two



This Houslon-made
$uprarr'r1.'rr|r Trophvy has
a Si=-fnch bull barroel.
Lritra Dol sighif and cirs-
o targel grips. The
groups wern shof in
fFedvy wind condiiiomns,
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other gunsmiths and =sat up on
Commescial Row with an announca-
ment that they'd fix any High
Standard you wanbed to bring n.
They god a lot ol exposure and mads
a whaole lot of guns shoot again, and
when thiy came back in 1985, High
Standards were showing up on the
line In forca. In 1906, they could ses
the gap really starting to widen
batwean the High Standards and e
Smiths, despite the fact that the Arrmy
and the Marine Cormps wems xmu'ing
tha Model 41 to thalr shoakers,

That year, the parcentage of
Houston pistols among the High
Siandards on the line was atill srmall,
but in 1887, thare wara mare High
Standands on the Ene than Smiths,
and for the first time the Houston pis-
tols weng starting fo catch up to the
Connecticut onea. Finally, in 1998,
there ware more Houston High
Standards than Conansctioul ones,
and the two togethsr had
more reprasentation on the
lina than Smith and Hammedi
put togather,

Az you can imagine, that
put orders on the books and a

smile on tha Houston peopis’s m fype, whareas
faces, Bul as far as Alan

pistal shows the current
Aronsteln 8 concernad, i's R i R—
still the feedback from the push-button armangemant.

Here are the two mosi

comman typas of HS
takedown mechanisms.
The fop pistol, made in
1948, has the lever and

individusl shoolears that can really
make his day. Like ihe letler ha
proucly displays from Darius Young,
one of Amanca's most illustricus
competitors in Bullseyve Pistol, Fres
Fistal and Air Pistol, the oldast mem-
bear ol the 1882 LS. Diympic shoot-
ing team and winner of 80 many
Fofsrs 1hat i lakes soveral columns
of print o B=t hem el A Souple of
years ago, Young bought 8 Houston
Viclor al Camp Perry and was so
amared to ase his new $500 pisial
dufshoat his big-bucks Hammer|
2085 at 50 yards that ha had fo writs
Aronstsin and fell him abou L

And then them's Laura Young, an
outstandeng shoodar, who is agpacted
by many to be 8 member of tha
U.5. Olympie Shooting Team at
Sydney In the year
2000, Laurm bough
8 Houslon Victor @
Camp Pemy 4 years
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B0 End Sinrlad expanmenting with i,
twaaking It constantly, and sending A
and her shooting log back to Houston
for adjustmenis. As she lold me on
the phone, she was amazed at he
Haustan gunsmiths' patience and
their success In getting the gun jusi
the way sha wanted i Just 1o show i
wasn't all m wain, 8t the 1987 Camp
Parry matches Laure became the
191h fernade to marm the Distinguishad
Pistol Shot Badge at the National
Matches since they bagan in 18819,
and she macde the President's. 100 on
the sarme day.

But the peopla in Houston are
just ag happy to hear from the
youth teams they sponsor For the
4H ar the service teams that are
shooting High Standards agasn, or
avan the Saturdey paper-punshers
whio sand i a one-ragged-hols
target and a8 thank-you note. And
jusi to kesp them humble, thers are
always the Imfuriated critics, like
the one who ended up fying to
Houstan with his pistol at
Aronateln’s expanse o find oul
why the emplies kept stoveplping.
Aciually, thay wars tmn;png against
the screws on his scope mownt and
bouncing back into the plstol, so
this eritle ended uwp going homs
hapgy. But there are always & few
who stay mad, and they're 8 salu-
tery reminder ol the fact that High
Standard and high expectations go
pretly much hand in hand. And
why not? Te paraphrase the labte,
preat Col. Townsand Whalen, “Only
accuralé pistols are interesting.”
And on that scals of reckoning,
High Standards are gbout as inler-
sating &% 4 pistal can gat [ |

ar



