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The High Standard H-D Military is one of the
classic American .22 semi-aufomatic pistols,
and it was very popular in its day. But it's also
one of the most misunderstood.

By Chazxles E. Petty, Contributing Editor
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Whila there are quits & few maodal variatons among the
early High Standard pistals, from a machanical poant ef
wriew they ame remarkably alilee, And that is a tribude 16 e
waloe al the original design feom 1533,

Wwarld War 1l cariailed prodiietion of givilian pisiols and
guarnnieed thai the “H" series pistels woold bo the
scarcest of e early models. There was an immediabe
demand for & 28 pisiol design io be used fof training, and
fhe War Deparimiant contracted with High Standard to pro-
doce the Model B-US, which was basically the same as the

commercial Madal B, The small sigs was not

EBafoved by o glmendrion of Bullsoye
prtfal shooders, e B0 MGy wok
pocurmie and maiabis, Today, you can
it Mg e’ LD AUTOry pisfols for naf
sl Mo manay ihan madem-made
kg pimioi.
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The H-0 Milllary mecevad fs nome from e foel Mat ¥ war based oo e Warkd War [T
fary canfract pishol prodiced For ihe govarmnmani—the UFA H-D, Mova fhon 24,000 USA HD 2
pisiods ware mode, Thena wena in foct thres High Slandard .22 pittods thaf hod *H-0° i Moir 88
namas, Tha frsl wos e pre-Wond War ) B0, tho second fhe 44%bomaled USA H-D maoe

popular, so it enjoyed s 8
brief life with & lile mer
thar 11,000 produacsad, k.

Then High Standard pro-
paniad tho governmeii wilha
new model that was called tha ™
UEA-HT: The company hegan with i
e pra-war H-D with a 414" barral and
added g manual safety and fized slghis. The oper-
aijan al {hat qun more alassty approximated the MIS1LAL
and il was widely used, Shipments hagan in june of 1843,
and more than 44,000 guns were mada,

The and of the war brought as immediate and largs
demand for civilisn pistols, and High Siandard took an
expedient course. The TSA-HD became the H-D Malitary,
En here we have a third pisdol wifh “H-D" inits name. No
waneer 118 conbusing, for the diferences betsoen the
thres ans really pratty small.

The H-D Military was logioally named Sinca 1t was
simply an adaptatien of the codating milliary eoniract
pistal. Al High Standard had to do to make || was install
an adjnstable sight—tha same one used belors the
wrar==and cffer bath 44" and 8% barrsl=s, inslall & 19kg-



ger stop and resama the blued Nnish of
the pre-war guns.
Shipments of tha H-D Miltary began in }
earty 1848 It has baan suggestad (hat the
wvery Brst pisiols had the military Dndah,
and that could well ba so. but examlna-
tion of pistols with sarial nuembsrs
from the aarlicst production feveal A
deap, wall-palishaed bina, Latar
pisiols had a less kighly polished
Gimish, and near the end of pro-
duction the tops of the slides
and grip strops kad a matie finish over hlas, The
[aciary reconds do oot indicate whan thosa
changes came about.
Qe of the challanges for tha
regearcher = that High Standard nsed
serial mimberns in o sequence that bagan
al 500 and continosd withoo! megard to
model well into the 1880s—maching
something mone than 3,000,000, That
miakes il difficull o come up with precise
preduotion counts, but based on serial
numbars [fam the faciory reconds it is
alwleies that meme than 150,000 H-D
MikiEry pisials wene prodiced. The sig-
nifbzance of that rumber to the compa-
Iy cARmat ba overalaled. for it gave
L tha CREMaacy abeady business to
make up et the military contract
wiork thal ended with the victo
ries owef Crermany and Japar.
Duaring the war. the pistols
were only & oy fraction of the
company's business. High
Bandard was also & major manu-
| fagtarer of 50-cal. Browrding
|r machina guna, and had & bige <+ "4 .
contract [or barrels for the 43 ACP
¢ Model 191 1A pdeted, The original barrels

lor Aemington-Kand and
Ithaca contract pistols wara
provided by High
Sandard.
By comparison with
mary af High Gtandard’s
other madeals, the H-D
Military had & wery long
lifa. Fra-war production was
spraad oot amang several models—
none of which wese produced in large num-
bers. For a fima after the was, the H-D Miltary
was High Standard’s cndy gun. In faci, production
of the H-D Military waa anly ilightly less than tha
sam of alf the guns High Gandard made befors
and during the war,  wae ake oul the militaty pro.
duntion, the H-D Military's production [ar exceods
all the other modals mada up to that Hme. The
feasan for that great suocess is actually pretty
dirmple: The pisicl worlad., It was accurale and
maliable in o time whan thosa attribiales wepe nok
always easily foand.
It i= impossible to discuss the H-D Military
wilhout also looldng at Colts .23 pistals. Evan
though Colt had been n the .22 businaaas
#inte 1915 with its Woodaman, which was
about the same size as the Medal B, it laced
11l eompetition from the High Stlandard D
and E models. Even whan Colt browght ol
the levvely Match Target Weodsman in 1833, it
used fragile "elpphant car”™ grips to make the
Irame [ee] large enough.
The H-D Military bacama a major
‘,‘: player in HRA bollsaye competiiion and,
"}. " ms [ar an automatics were concernad,
1 disd not have too much compatition. To
§ = W=i [ sure some shootors oeed the
' 1. v Coltand even more shot
= revolvers. Bul when we move
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aAghi fabowe r ) wos Moo and feed & SeTer
o radr e, The gun hod' o ook ssdrooior
on Ieo Nt sidio of B reechoracabing alde (F)
A eanidkaed o singée reooil sorng.
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ahesting anjoved rapid growih,
v sea m whole serias of High
Etandard pistols that began with the
H-D Military serve with very lHile
compatition until Emith & Wesson
introducad its Madsd 41 in 1887, By then,
the H-D Milinary had been replaced by a
sucoession of ever-beatier maodels; b
the precedent sef by the H-T Military
sarved 1o make High Standard a
highly respected brand names.
Mora than 30 years have
peaased aince | bagan bo smody
High Standard's pEsials, and
still see H-D Miliarys at gun
shows whith big tags that read
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M- Moy pisfoln were aiso offerod with
Favly hirdy 4" barels. This sxampie fram
the guihar's colecfian ipan an axpan
monial reor Sight assamaly ihalt mever
meda I info onoducian

attempl o heldstrip he # j-l'uﬂd'gtﬂf M n“ o CORAL GABLES
gin by scneonie whe didn'l i AT TAMPA R B
knorer hiow, - -.,qﬂ:-"'l‘-"“ -,-.nu-nnuﬂ
On the befl side of the (raEANiD -
fram is the takndown bever, tton R. Rogers
b it talees more than, juest Me s iif e
swinging the lever to allow e e, 3 ..';:"-':-__"‘ jy s
the alide 1o corme ol withowl L BT ¥ has 1o b done &5 1o pull the slida
darmage. The High Standard’s __'_5 i tha pear, At that time yos'll

recoil spring is enclosed
entirely within the slide. It
murTounds a part called tha
retracting red, which saras

ns A sprivg frabde and aleo a8
ihe means of contact babween
the frame and slide. On top of
thia slide is a little baton

Enewm a8 ihe pick-up bation, |
you hald the stide all the waoy 1o
the rear and push down on (e
pick-up bution, it caphares the
recoi] spring in a retracted poss-
tion and allows the slide 1o mome
frealy. Onca that is done, the takedown e can be pivobed
demrwand and the slids taken off fo tha rear, To massemble,
the lakedoam levear 18 E.I-'..I.EI'IE'ﬂ o ﬂ.ﬂ;ﬂlll.ﬂl'-l.'-l tha siida
slipped anio the Eame. Somestimnes, (e hammear may nead
1o b hald down a Bifle to let the slide clear. When the slids
in baick on and the talkeedoesm lever in the op posiSon, all that
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prabably hear a Htle “click™ and
fel pring lension retarn b the:
slide What happens is that the
picic-up spring disongages
from the retracting rod and lats
everything go.
Production of the H-D
Military ended in the earhy
1B80s at a total production of
maore than 160,000 guns. 5o
niow, mare than B0 years
laber, thvers are ol plenty ol hem
around. Today. they are no less usebnl and sl plenty of
fun to shood. Yoo will see them in varying degress of oae,
buat it is fairly unnsual to see one that is badly worn.
Frices cover a wide range too, and it is certainly possible
10 find a nice used H-D Mikitary a1 a price that will ba
even less than (he cosl of a new plinksr-grade (24 peaisl,
but you'll get o gun that was ance the darlitg of even the
picidest of bullseye shootars. .ﬁ

ha H-0 Milaory was based an
eovilar Wgh Stanaand piclod,
SLCh OF Mal PASCe H-F sthoiem
b i o 15T odverise-
mant, The Moowsl US4 N-D 1)
Werd Ervpifaae HHD ALNTEry
ropeniior, and fhoy were
made primovly for fhe U.S
powaimimant, Mod bear mil-
fary swnarship oF ropDeey
maarkings Though navey
ardensd in kvpe numbas by
e LR government in o g
caeinacy, #hia B0 MMTary wos
frequsn iy surchosed Aocally
fior e By milfary perianmesl



